The just-for-you secret Caribbean corner

Aprivateisland,anempty beach, even
avacanthammock — you canhave alittle
bitof the Caribbeanto yourself...

Make the dream come true

@ Let'snail this ‘private beach’ misnomer once
andforall.'Private’ doesn'tmeanthatyouand
yourlover getitallto yourselves.[tmeansit
belongstotheresort —andyour fellow guests.
Youmay actually find the free'public’ beachhas
asolitary fisherman, while the ‘private’ one you
paidforis packed. Soask the hotelhow busy the
beachgets during yourtrip (the quietestmonths
inthe Caribbean are June and September),
andnever choose ahotel withmore than 50
rooms. Look forlone hotels onan enclosed bay,
where walkers can'ttrailpastonfoot: we love
Cobblers CoveinBarbados, whichis almost
impossible to walk pastunless you're aguest
orastrong swimmer (001246 4222291,
cobblerscove.com;doubles from £349,B&B).

@ If youwanttrue privacy, prepare foralong
journey:the Bahamas does the job, butyou're
lookingatatwin-prop flight, boat ride andyour
transatlantic trip. You won't see another soul at
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Musha Cay (001208309 1106, mushacay.com;
picturedtop right), which sleeps 24 from
£27,000 adayinfive private-island houses,
butyou canget something similar, cheaper,
atKamalame Cay (020 33181191, kamalame.
com; doubles from £165, B&B; top leftand
bottomright), alsointhe Bahamas: there'sjust
oneresortontheisland, hostingup to 60.

© Wantto getthereas quickly and cheaply as
possible? Think PuertoRico. It's little-visited

by Brits, but there are cheap, direct flights from
Gatwick onNorwegian (norwegian.com; from
£369return). Try the boho-chic Horned Dorset
(0018006331857, horneddorset.net; doubles
from £414, room only) and avoid US national
holidays forasurprisingly smallprice tag.

© Gotlittle ones? Thenit's Anguilla (bottom
left). Anacaona Boutique Hotel (001877 647
4736, anacaonahotel.com) has aweek for
two adults and one childin summer from
£1,855, including most meals (butnot flights).
Forone of the mostexclusively private
islandsinthe Caribbean, thisis asteal.

Rob Crossan

The Gucci-glamorous Italian Lakes classic

Make the dream come true
[ ]
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